RUSSIA AND THE WEST IN IRAN

kind toward the O.W.L The net result was that Peters found himself
suspended in air, unable either to publish a newspaper or to start
any normal activity among Iranian newspapermen. He was leading
a shadow existence on the fringes of the Teheran diplomatic colony.
Peters was succeeded in due time by James Downward, also of the
O.W.L Downward was similarly unable to accomplish anything. He
became involved in difficulties with the Persian Gulf Command and
after a few months was recalled.

Still another person was said to represent the O.W.I, permanently
in Iran. This was Mrs. Nilla Cram Cook, who was officially an em-
ployee of the Iranian government. As a director of the theatrical
department in the Ministry of Interior she was responsible for the
management of native dramatic art. And although American Em-
bassy officials sometimes referred to her as an O.W.I, representative,
it was most difficult to find evidence that she was ever actively en-
gaged in American information work in an independent capacity.

Even if these men had been permitted to work normally, the basic
question of the substance of their propaganda remains. From what is
known of the general policies followed by the O.W.I., there is no
guarantee that this agency would have been fully aware of the local
propaganda needs in Iran. The O.W.I, endeavored to bolster Ameri-
can and Allied morale by spreading propaganda of Allied unity.8
As in the case of the British Ministry of Information, such a policy
was ill-adjusted to the requirements of the Iranian scene. As was said
earlier in the discussion of British policies, the Iranians were not
interested in the preservation of Big Three unity, an expression de-
void of meaning to them. They wanted clear and honest reassurance
from the Western democracies that the principles of national self-
determination and justice toward small nations would not be thrown
overboard by the Big Powers. Any hesitation on that point could
have only one effect in Iran, the creation of distrust toward the West
and an increase of fearful servility toward Russia.

Toward the end of the war the State Department took the long-
overdue action of appointing a regular press officer to the Embassy
in Teheran. With the arrival of T. Cuyler Young in January, 1945,
the American information services were put into operation and the
a For the story of O.W.I. policies in Iran see Sidney Morrell, op. cit., p. 43.
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